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« Knitting to Save -

Oue-Room Schools in Texad
A Lot of Tiny Mittens
Make a Big Impact

BOERBI RAVICZ

Junction School is
located in the
Lyndon B.
Jolnson National
Historical Parl,
near Stonewall,
Texas. President
Jolmson anended
school here, and
he often honored it
when in office.
Photograph by
Tom Griffey.

hen Jane Woellhof learned to knit at age eight, she had no idea that the skill would help save
historic one-room schoolhouses in Texas, but that is what has happened. Jane, who attended
a one-room schoolhouse in Kansas for three years herself, lives in Fredericksburg, Texas,
where she and her husband, Ron, own and operate Showcase Antiques. In 2010, she founded Lend-a-
Hand, a program in which volunteers knit miniature mittens to raise money for the nonprofit Friends of
Gillespie County Country Schools. The organization’s mission is to maintain twenty-one buildings on the
grounds of twelve former one-room schoolhouses listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
dating from the days when a single teacher was charged with educating children in grades one through

eight under one roof. Because such schools often taught knitting, Jane thought it fitting to use knitting to
help save those in Gillespie County.

KNITTING TRADITIONS
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Even before the advent of Lend-a-Hand, the Friends
had made great strides, adding water wells and providing
the buildings with electricity, modemn toilets, and kitchens.
Still, crumbling roofs, rotting wood floors, and collapsing
rock walls needed repairs. Without further funding, entire
buildings might be lost.

Jane’s Lend-a-Hand program took off like a cat chas-
ing a ball of yarn. Volunteers used Jane’s own pattern
to knit 500 miniature mittens, which sold out in record
time. Soon knitters from all over Texas and as far away as
New York were requesting kits (which include complete
written instructions, a ball of sock-weight wool yarn, a
stitch holder, a brochure with Gillespie County Country
School locations, a gift tag, a tiny stretcher made from
cardstock, and a #2 wooden pencil inscribed with the
Friends contact information) so that they could not only
knit a mitten for themselves but also make extras to mail
back to add to the Lend-a-Hand sales inventory. Other
volunteers donated yarn and recruited other knitters. A
yarn shop owner supplied stitch markers and American-
manufactured 100% wool yarn for the kits at her cost.
Someone else donated bags in which to package the kits. A
former mayor of Fredericksburg custom-cut 600 mitten gift
tags made out of heavy construction paper. Der Kiichen
Laden, a local kitchen shop, collaborated with the Friends
on a miniature mitten cookie cutter kit with recipes from
early country school students and a mitten-shaped cookie
cutter. A yarn shop in a neighboring town featured the
handknitted mittens and kits at its holiday open house.

In 2011, at the suggestion of students ages eleven
through eighteen who had taken a free summer knitting
class from Jane, Lend-a-Hand added miniature socks and
kits to the inventory. Jane supplied the sock pattern for
this project, as well. In Hickory Corners, Michigan, the
Midwest Miniatures Museum will sell an exclusive version
of the mini-mitten and -sock kits.

Each month, new volunteers step forward. A former
board member of the Friends arranged to have the photo-
graphs of the schools taken for this article. Employees
of Showcase Antiques, one of the selling stations for the
mittens, printed out photographs and instructions for
the cookie and knitting kits. The spirit of the one-room
schoolhouse—the pioneer attitude of taking charge and
working together to get a job done—can be seen in every
aspect of this project.

Completing a mitten not only gives the knitter a feel-
ing of personal investment in the work of the Friends
but helps to preserve knitting as a tradition. It is amazing

Meusebacl Creel Sclool, originally built in 1897, named after
the town'’s founder, Baroit Johu O. vou Meusebach, Photograph

by Tom Griffey.

Riseingold School is located about 25 miles (40 k) from
Fredericksburg. It was built first in 1873; the frame school
was built in 1900, Photograph by Tom Criffey.
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Cherry Spring School is located about 18 miles (29 ) from

Fredericlsburg. Photograph by Tom Griffey.
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A hontestead ruin near the Nebgen School, located about 20 miles
(32 kem) from Fredericksburg. Often these early schools were built
near a lromestead witl land given or sold by the land’s owner.
Photograph by Tom Griffey.

how such a small act can accomplish so much. As volun-
teers of all ages keep on knitting, their participation vastly

increases awareness of the Friends’ work and the impo=-
tance of preserving the one-room schoolhouse heritage.

At this point, many of the schools have taken on
new life as community centers: They are used for nature
study, bird watching, water collection, and conserva-
tion studies. Plans are underway to add sensors to the
schools’” wells to alert volunteer firefighters to the amount
of water available at each school, which would save valu-
able time should there be a fire nearby. The schoolhouses
have become models for other groups around the coun-
try trying to restore their own one-room schoolhouses.
For more information, visit the website: www.historic
schools.org. s

ABOUT THE AUTHOR. Bobli Ravicz was born and raised in San
Amonio, Texas, where she still resides. In 1971, she founded The
Yarn Bant of San Amtonio, a retail yarn and needlework store, which
slte owned and operated for thirty-sevei years. It her retirement, she
is joyfully pursuiug all her fiber art interests, including the oversigh:
of her rare needlework book collection. She welcomes inquiries; email
ler at bobbibooks@att.iet.

Friendd’ Lend-a-Hand
Miniature Mittend and Sockd

JANE WOELLHOGE

e Friends of Gillespie County Country Schools
is a nonprofit organization formed to preserve old
one-room schools in and around Fredericksburg,

Texas; each of the schools is designated as a National
Historical Site. The Friends care for twenty-one build-
ings at twelve sites. Visit www.historicschools.org for
more information and to watch a film to learn about the
educational heritage of the old schools. The Lend-a-Hand
program enlists volunteers to knit miniature mittens
and socks and to produce kits with instructions and the
necessary yarn for knitting a miniature mitten or sock as
a fundraiser to support the Friends of Gillespie County
Country Schools.

Use the mittens or socks as package gift tags, money
holders, place cards, party favors, and Christmas tree
ornaments. Or make two in a slightly larger size and
give them to a favorite baby.

KNITTING TRADITIONS

Materials :

Brown Sheep Wildfoote, 75% washable wool/25% nylon

: yarn, fingering weight, 215 yards (196.6 m)/50 gram

: (1.8 0z) skein, 1 skein in color of choice

© Needles, set of 4 double pointed, size 00 (1.75 mm) or 0
(2 mm) for mitten and size 0 (2 mm) for sock or sizes
needed to obtain gauge

Markers

Stitch holder

ssssersssantsnnunn

Tapestry needle
Crochet hook, small

Finished size: Mitten, 3 inches (7.6 cm) hand circumference
and 3 inches (7.6 cm) tall; sock, 3% inches (8.9 cm) tall
and 3 inches (7.6 cm) from back of heel to tip of toe

Gauge: Mitten, 16 sts and 22 rnds = 2 inches (5.1 cm)in St
st; sock, 16 sts and 18 rnds = 2 inches (5.1 cm) in St st

assesnsssersnnse

See pages 135-138 for Techniques and Abbreviations
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Exanples of the mintature inittens and'socks it a vatieiy of calors ai patierns, Tiie lend=a-Hand prograne eilists
i the necessaryyari for kuitting a

spie Countin CouptriSchipols: Also showri is

3 Etiendstbracliure, and a Eriends pencil.

voliteers to knit wiittens aid socks and 10 prodiice feits \itls insteuenol
miniatire mittew or sock asia fundraiser to support tlie Frieids of
one of the kits; kits inclide yarn,\a stitcliholder. instrictions, & ai

Photograph by Joe Coca:

Instructions
Mitten

1) tail to be used later as
= ss. Divide sts evenly onto
. not to twist the sts, join into

Gusser,

Next Rud: K12, prm. Miz k1. ML pm, k to end—26 sts.
Work 1 md even

Ine Rud: K to m. slm. Mz kX to m, M1, sl m, k to end—2
sts inc’'d. Rep | s 2 more times—32 sts.

Next Rnd: K11, & .22z next 9 sts on holder for

thumb, k to end—24 sts rem. K 10 rnds.

Dec Rud: *K2tog, k2; rep from * to end—18 sts rem. K
1 mnd.

Dec Rud: "K2tog, k2; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2tog—13
sts rem. K 1 rnd.

Dec Rud: *K2tog; rep from * to last st, k1—7 sts rem.
Cut yarn, leaving an 8-inch (20.3-cm) tail. Thread tail
through rem sts, pull to gather, and fasten off on WS.
Thumb,

Place 9 held sts onto needles. Pick up and k 1 st in
crook of thumb and place on last needle for last st of rd;
pick up and k another st in crook of thumb for 1st st of
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