A history lesson ¢
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History reveals that Gillespie County’s Cra-
happl: Schocthouse, located a few miles south of
Enchanted Rock on FM 965, was built 133 vears
ago following a fioot e between two men.

In 1877, two men—Crockett Riley and Math-
s Schamid—wene equally adamant about donat-
ing land for a schood in Crabapple, Schimids camed
ramving rights affer besting Riley in the rce,

Constraction was o community affaar, A few
men provided limestone, a few mone haubed lum-
ber from Austin in their wogons pulled by their
animals, and others served os stonemasons

Some of the orignal desks remam, Each i
eight feet bong and seats thee students. The slant-
ed desktops inchude a grove at the top for writing
tools, an inkwell and a shelf for supplies,

The school opened Jan, 5, 1878, and Schmidt
finally s his dream of a school for Crabapple
oo truee — four days befone he died

1 attended through the eighth grade, from
1946 to 1954, said Janice Beckmann, a former
stuckent. W had 17 to 24 students a year 8
big school then. Sometimes 1°d be the only one
in my class.”

Beckmann fondly recalls the end of each
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This structure served as a school in Gillespie
County for almost &0 years.
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vear—a warm family time of community-wide
celebration.

“They would always present a big “school
chosing.”™ she savs. “The men would bartbecue,
arl the women always brought the trimmings We
had lois of music, singing. and basehall games
with neighboring schools—and sometimes. par-
enits would produce a three-act play that evening;
then they'd have a big dance.”

After Fredericksburg's schools consolidsted
inl937, Crabapple's citizens fonmed the Crabap-
ple Comemunity Club and opened the building as
a comamunity center. Today, Beckmann serves as
[MeAsUrer.

The school will be open from 11 ame until 3
pum. o Sept. 4. Former students and community
members will provide history and other informa-
tion about the colorful old structure, which is lo-
cated on the Gillespse Courty Courtry Schools
Trail and is designated & a Natsonal Historical
Register site. The public is g e
invited.




